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TALL TASK FOR TEAM USA

The US World Cup soccer team is lacking in one
key area against European opponents: height.

Height is important to win balls
in the air from corner kicks or long
crosses. It is important for central
defenders to stop opponents’
aerial attacks. The U.S. team has
gained experience and skills but
still comes up short overall. The
Americans will need to use speed
to make up for their smaller size.
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*The U.S. may start in a more defensive
posture by starting mid-fielder Bobby Convey
(5’9”, 150 lbs) instead of Johnson and pushing
Donovan forward as a withdrawn striker. This
shortens the average height of the team.

*Czech starters Rosicky, Galasek, Koller and
Baros are all recovering from injuries.
Possible replacements include Vratislav
Lokvenc (6’3”), Jan Polak (5’11”, 170 lbs) and
Jaroslav Plasil (5’11” 159 lbs).


