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THE AGE OF ADVENTURE TRAVEL
We roam the globe yet lack insight into what we see

Mary G. and Louis J. Belliveau, left, and Lamont Weston Harvey.

fascinating phenomenon began with the commer-
cial introduction of the jet engine in 1958 and accel-

erated with the coming to affluence of the Baby
Boomers in the 1980s.  Exotic travel, once the province
of explorers, traders, scholars and pilgrims, became a
pastime for average people as well.  Frankly written
guidebooks detailing how to go places on your own
and the opening of China to the West contributed to
the trend.  Nearly 10 million Americans a year, for
example, now visit non-European foreign destinations.

People from Santa Barbara, California, touch the
Great Wall of China.  Folks from Rockville, Maryland,
encounter each other in remote Madagascar.
Honeymooning New Yorkers learn about medicinal
plants from Amazonian Indians.  Norwegians puzzle
over Maya pyramids, Parisians visit Burmese temples
and Swiss and Quebeçois hike the ridges of Borneo.

And just when more of us are being guided about
by tribespeople to gaze at giant mammals, rare forests
and historic ruins, the limited focus of the U.S. educa-
tional system and the historical insularity of media cov-

erage mean that fewer of us have the background to
grasp much of the significance of what we are viewing.

Regular people with typical, provincial U.S. school-
ing may find that travel stimulates lingering questions
about the way the world fits together.

In this book, I attempt to resolve a decade’s worth
of riddles resulting from my adventure travels and to
apply lessons from these journeys, where possible, to
understanding the United States.  To do so, I consulted
top scholars and foreign correspondents in each subject
area, and 600 book and periodical references.  Two peo-
ple in particular patiently provided historical and eco-
nomic perspective useful to under-
standing the foreign world:  my hus-
band, Lamont Weston Harvey, an
artist and historian with an extensive
private collection of military and
African history books, and my
father, Louis J. Belliveau, a retired
nuclear physicist and Jesuit-educated
polymath.
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Travel makes events in vaguely imagined faraway
places as tangible as a pebble caught in your shoe.  And
nations in the developing world shed enormous light
back on Western issues, including poverty, nuclear
power, national greatness and decline, immigration
and even etiquette.  Yet these lessons take ideologically
unpredictable directions.  The adventure traveler may
begin to feel a gap between his or her outlook and oth-
ers’ views.  Experiences gleaned around the globe may
make one wildly pro-environment, thunderously con-
servative on the traditional family, and cautiously opti-
mistic about U.S. race relations. 

My hope is that anyone who has visited any of
these regions in the way I have, as an amateur traveler,
will find that this book sheds light on his or her own
explorations.

If you have not yet been to the places mentioned, by

all means consider going.  Many world treasures appear
to be more impermanent than you would wish.  These
include the Maya pyramids, the lemurs of Madagascar,
the Buddhist culture of Burma, the pyrotechnic corals of
Thailand and the elephants of East Africa.

Please take great care in selecting local transporta-
tion and try to avoid ramshackle domestic air connec-
tions or bus lines.  Make certain that your money gets
into the hands of local families who run small lodgings,
eateries and guide services.  Then your travel will be of

most benefit to all con-
cerned.

Jeannette Belliveau
Baltimore, Maryland,

U.S.A.
August 1996

umerous scholars and foreign
correspondents made suggestions

of incalculable worth:
Professor Alison Jolly, Princeton

University, author of A World Like
Our Own:  Man and Nature in
Madagascar, reviewed the text on
Madagascar.

Jay Mathews, author with wife
Linda of One Billion:  A China
Chronicle and chief of The Washington
Post’s  first bureau in Beijing, made
suggestions for the China chapter.

Professor Jérôme Rousseau of
McGill University and Professor
Allen R. Maxwell of the University
of Alabama reviewed the chapter on
Borneo. 

University of California at
Berkeley Professor Neil Henry, for-
mer Washington Post bureau chief in
Nairobi, reviewed the material on
Kenya and Tanzania.

Fumiko Mori Halloran, author
of six books written in Japanese
explaining the United States to her
home country’s readers and a con-
tributor to Japan Update, and her hus-
band, Richard Halloran, former
Tokyo bureau chief for the New York
Times, reviewed the Japan chapter.

Professor Yosihiko Sinoto of
the Bishop Museum in Honolulu,
Hawaii, an authority on comparative
Polynesian cultures, and Professor
Lynne Withey of the University of
California at Berkeley, author of
Voyages of Discovery:  Captain Cook

and the Exploration of the Pacific,
reviewed the chapter on Polynesia.

Tina Sverdrup, a Colorado-
based cruising sailor of wide experi-
ence, reviewed the chapter on
Thailand.

Yoriko Kishimoto, co-author
with Joel Kotkin of The Third Century:
America's Resurgence in the Asian Era,
reviewed the chapter on Greece.

Professor Flora S. Clancy of the
University of New Mexico, author of
Pyramids, Vision and Revision in Maya
Studies and Maya: Treasures of an
Ancient Civilization reviewed the
chapter on the Yucatan. 

Maureen Aung-Thwin, Burma
Project director at the Open Society
in New York, and Patrick F. Fagan,
William H.G. FitzGerald Senior
Fellow in Family and Cultural Issues
at the Heritage Foundation,
Washington, D.C., reviewed the
chapter on Burma.

Lecturer Tim Behrend of the
University of Auckland, New
Zealand, an expert on Javanese and
Balinese culture, and Professor
Colleen McDannell,  Religious
Studies Chair, University of Utah, and
author of Heaven:  A History reviewed
the chapter on Java and Bali.

Professor George Reid
Andrews of the University of
Pittsburgh reviewed the chapter on
Brazil, as did Diana Jean Schemo,
bureau chief, Rio de Janeiro, The New
York Times; and Jerry Davila, Brown

University doctoral candidate in Rio
de Janeiro.

•••
Keith Sinzinger, Beth Chang

and Tom Kavanagh of The
Washington Post and Ned White of
the Library of Congress edited bril-
liantly and insightfully.  Washington
Post cartographer Dave Cook
reviewed the maps.  Sheryl Segal
provided art direction and design
consultation.  Curtis Branker of
System Source gave computer advice.
Mike Donnelly, Kate Niemczyk and
other staff of the Enoch Pratt Free
Library in Baltimore helped find
books, periodicals and maps.

Assistance and encouragement
were also provided by David Simon,
author of Homicide; Frank Sietzen,
author of Apollo 11; Jack and Marsha
Youngblood, authors of Positive
Involvement:  How to Teach Your Child
Habits for School Success; Graeme
Browning, author of If Everyone
Bought One Shoe; Dr. Winston C.
Murray of Morgan State University;
Barbara J. Saffir of The Washington
Post; frequent travelers Marcelo
Sánchez, Janet Lottero, Jane Burtnett,
Eddie and Ginny Earnshaw and
Audrey Haar; and most of all travel
companions Jim Belliveau, Sharon
Belliveau, Stephany Porter, Michael
Kaye, Marci Hartl, Edward Fowler,
Steve Wright, Suzanne Loudermilk,
Nick and Eleanora Dorfman and
Madeline Leventhol.
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and-white blur as they raced and leaped through the
branches high above.  But the rain forest here is nothing like
that of Brazil or New Guinea.  It is much like a nice woods
in Virginia, except that virtually every plant is unique to the
island. …  They are as easily seen (once you locate them in
the vast forest) as a mockingbird in a Washington garden.

We took our leave of our distant grandfathers, not over-
staying a 30-minute encounter.

Mission accomplished, we reached the point of a trip
where all travel begins to take one homeward.  After taking a
taxi-brousse to Moromanga, we found ourselves more or less
stuck.  Walking along on a country road west of town with a
vague idea to hitchhike, we endured lengthy stares.  We
must have appeared about as remarkable to the locals as
three barefoot Malagasy in print wraps would be herding
zebu down Interstate 95 outside Baltimore.

A couple with a utility vehicle stopped to pick us up.
Despite there being little traffic, finding transportation did
not pose a problem for us; surviving the ongoing construc-
tion on Route National 2 did.  We jounced for hours.  My
neck felt like I’d gotten vertebrae damage from the crum-
bling road.  (Reports indicate that the road has since been
upgraded.)  But a beautiful sunset lit up the valleys.

After arriving in Tana after dark, we gave our rescuers
10,000 FMG ($6.60).  They appeared angry.  Apparently, not
knowing the going rate for a lift, we had made a grave mis-
calculation.  But following our swap of spare FMG with the
Bank of Switzerland, we had reset our dials from “money to
burn” to “careful cash management.”

Later I thought about our encounter with the indris.  North
American Indians apologized to their prey before killing them.
Our pilgrimage to stand looking upward at the little indri fam-
ily felt like a helpless parallel.  Sorry chaps, but 5.7 billion
humans aren’t enough; we need your patch of forest too.

TUESDAY, JULY 26

Where are you from?
Our time had come to leave Madagascar, but not without

one last unanticipated development.  At the airport lounge
for international departures, we met a young woman, one of
the few Westerners in the country.

“Where are you from?” I asked.
“America.”
“What area?”
“Washington.”
“We’re from there.  What part?”
“Rockville.”
“We’re from Twinbrook!  What neighborhood are you

from?”
“Cinnamon Woods.”
So much for the 100 Americans per year who then visit-

ed Madagascar.  Four from Maryland sat in the airport
simultaneously.  Three of us hailed from Rockville, an All-
American city and probably not the first place you’d think of
as a hotbed of globe-trotters.

Trying to help Madagascar:
The Duke University Primate Center

n October 1993, Dr. Kenneth Glander,
administrative director of the Duke

University Primate Center, visited the indris.
“Things have not improved since you

went there,” he said.  “In fact, it’s gotten
worse—more habitat has been destroyed.  If
you remember at Perinet, the large chunk of
forest across the road is being cleared.  The
indri and other lemurs are being eliminated,
essentially.  They can’t share the forest.”

Glander’s words echo Grzimek’s Animal
Encyclopedia: 

The indris is not able to cope with
conditions that were created by the
settlement of people and the resulting
deforestation.  The number of indris
decreased rapidly and is still on the
decline.

The cheerful little ringtailed lemur finds
itself in the same boat.  Human settlers are
chewing up its habitat in southern
Madagascar.

Glander’s focus is saving the golden-
crowned sifaka.  The 5,000 in Madagascar are
expected to be extinct by the year 2000.

“Gold has been discovered in the area
where they live,” Glander said.  “The miners
have moved in and are destroying their habi-
tat.”

The Duke center, which solicits contribu-
tions via an Adopt-a-Lemur program (its
Internet address:  http://www.duke.edu-
/web/primate/adopt.html) cares for three of
these creatures, who may form a nucleus of
captively bred lemurs.

The lemur expert’s words came a week
after I had returned from viewing an identical
predicament in Brazil, where mercury from
open-air gold mining threatened the wildlife of
a vast area called the Pantanal.

The Malagasy continue not only to take
over lemur habitat but to hunt and eat the
creatures outright, given a lack of ready alter-
native sources of protein.  In some respects the
lemur, poached for its meat, may be worse off
than the elephant, poached for its tusks and
thus susceptible to pressure against ivory sales.

Not all the news is bad.  “Some of the
changes in the past five years you’d like,”
Glander said.  “It’s easier to get in the country.
There are more flights.  They’ve modernized
the airport.  This allows more people to see the
country and will help the animals.”  Indeed,
American visitors had climbed to about 1,000 a
year by 1994, according to an official at the
Madagascar Embassy.

I
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LESSON NUMBER 18:  EITHER THE WORLD

TRULY IS A SMALL PLACE, OR PEOPLE FROM

ROCKVILLE LURK EVERYWHERE.

For whatever reason, our neighbor did not seem
too delighted to encounter more Rockvillians.  Mood of
the moment?  Was it the way meeting others from
Rockville undercuts the conspicuous leisure, the travel-
ers’ one-upmanship, of going to Madagascar in the first
place?  Maybe she worked with grave seriousness on an
international aid project, and we struck her, with some
justification, as particularly naïve and frivolous tourists,
bopping around difficult Madagascar on our own.

Nevertheless she informed us of the latest news:
an attempted coup involving a takeover of the Tana
radio station.  This standard revolutionary tactic con-
jured up an image of a Third World Howard Stern
with especially rabid fans.  Oh, she added, airline
workers had threatened to strike.

Once airborne, feeling as lucky to depart the threat-
ened political and labor unrest of Madagascar as to
have arrived despite the scarcity of air connections, we
viewed one last time the erosion that human agricul-
ture had set in motion.  As we headed away from the
island over Mahajanga, red earth appeared horribly
visible below, as rivers carried the rust-colored ribbons
for miles out to sea.

The flight crossed the straits where the coelacanth
still lurks.  According to a National Geographic article,
these living fossils do odd things as they prowl the sea
bottom, such as perform headstands.  Our jet landed
on a volcanic black rock island, set under an overcast
sky with dark gold light escaping.  We didn’t have the
foggiest notion where we had landed.  The flight atten-
dant clued us in.  We sat on the Comoros, northwest of
Madagascar in the Indian Ocean.  The Comoros looked
too remote to attract even the swarms of adventure
travelers from Rockville that roam the globe.

Madagascar and the big lesson:
the Earth’s fragility

e traveled in Madagascar as pure amateurs, kids
from Rockville with spare time who wanted to

see something different.  Home years later, I worked
at The Washington Post, doing graphics at the newspa-
per that had inspired our trip.  Every day I filled out
spreadsheets to chart the graft in Congress, the num-
bers games in the White House budget and size of the
Pentagon arsenal.

My trips to 30 foreign countries also seemed to
have facets that could be roughly compared.  I began to
mentally plot these on an imaginary giant grid, com-
paring each country in terms of its people, scenery,
wildlife, adventure and costs.  Certain patterns seemed
to emerge.  Some widely separated nations epitomize
tropical sensuality (Brazil, Thailand) or formal manners

(Britain, Japan), navigational prowess (Britain,
Polynesia) or shipping talents (Greece, Norway).

The places to which I’d traveled, unburdened by
extensive knowledge, attracted me back for return vis-
its, this time via research and data analysis.  The
moment came to read beyond the Lonely Planet guide-
book’s chapter containing “Facts About the Country”
and to look at weightier tomes.  Then the world could
be examined in my father’s Jesuit-trained fashion, by
asking:  What is the central lesson of every place I’ve
been?

For Madagascar, the central lesson seemed to be
how extinctions on islands, our most fragile ecosys-
tems, provide an early warning of what can happen on
continents when wilderness becomes fragmented.
Ever since Charles Darwin’s 1835 visit to the
Galápagos, a discipline called island biogeography has
focused on the knowledge to be gained from isolated
areas.

By the 1960s, scientists had begun to study the
links between habitat size and numbers of species.
Preserving species on continents, they found, may
require giant reserves, far bigger than previously
thought and connected to each other by land bridges.
Congress heeded this lesson with the California Desert
Protection Act of 1994, which protected additional
giant tracts of wilderness to connect existing national
parks and monuments east of San Diego.  British
Columbia in 1993 similarly moved toward protecting
the Tatshenshini and Alsek river valleys, creating the
world’s largest protected wilderness area, adjacent to
Wrangel-St. Elias and Glacier Bay national parks in
Alaska and the Yukon’s Kluane National Park Reserve.

Habitats, threatened species compared
MADAGASCAR UNITED STATES

Protected areas 1.9% 13.3%
Threatened mammals 33 22
Threatened birds 28 46
Threatened plants 189 1,845
Based on data in World Resources 1995-96

Madagascar seemed to illustrate the worst case of
what can happen when contiguous forests are eliminat-
ed, leaving only tiny parcels.  Habitat loss began to
threaten human life as well as the indri, the golden-
crowned sifaka and the ring-tailed lemur.  A wave of
negative publicity beginning in the mid-1980s appar-
ently shocked the government of Madagascar into
attempts to help peasants realize that burning the for-
est, now 90 percent gone, and shooting lemurs trans-
lates into cutting their own throats.

A National Geographic article by Professor Jolly enti-
tled “Madagascar:  A World Apart” quoted a Malagasy
minister, Joseph Randrianasolo, addressing villagers at
the dedication of a nature reserve:  “If there is no more
forest, then no more water, and no more rice!”

W
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Jolly wrote that “Madagascar’s first wave of extinc-
tion eliminated a relative handful of species.  Today’s
extinctions are far more drastic, undercutting the sur-
vival of the Malagasy themselves.”

The skeleton of Aepyornis standing in the
Antananarivo zoo attests to how, over the past 2,000
years, birds on islands have been the creatures most
vulnerable to extinction.  Aepyornis links Madagascar
to the moa on New Zealand, the dodo of Mauritius and
35 types of birds now lost on Hawaii—all of which dis-
appeared after the arrival of man, as did many lemurs.

Peter Ward notes in The End of Evolution a “tremen-
dous lesson” taught by Hawaii, which also applies to
Madagascar:  “People arrived, and species died. … It
shows that many species on the Earth cannot tolerate
the least human disturbance, so delicately are they bal-
anced on the precarious tightrope of nature.”

Madagascar’s lessons on the environment provid-
ed a framework for many of my later trav-
els.  In Tibet and Burma, totalitarian dicta-
torships like Madagascar’s spelled cata-
strophe for forests, which have been
extracted at a fierce pace.  A struggle to
survive in habitat diminished by logging,
agriculture and human population pres-
sures link the lemurs of Madagascar to the
hornbills of Borneo, the lions and ele-
phants of Africa (see page 92), the tigers of
Asia, and owls, condors, panthers and
jaguars of the Americas.  Soil problems
link Madagascar to Borneo and Central
America.

Several factors make the island of
Madagascar one of the most dramatic
examples of the Earth’s fragility.

LESSON NUMBER 19:  OF THE 20 PLACES DIS-
COVERED AFTER CHRIST, MADAGASCAR IS:
•  THE LARGEST GEOGRAPHICALLY AND MOST

POPULATED.
•  THE PLACE WITH THE MOST FRAGILE SOIL.
•  ONE OF THE MOST UNIQUE IN ITS ANIMAL

AND PLANT FORMS.
•  THE POOREST.

Twenty places in the world, all islands except
Antarctica, did not experience any human settlement
until after the birth of Christ.  Undisturbed by humans
for eons, these island ecosystems have the world’s most
unusual and fragile wildlife and plants.  Island ecolo-
gies can tailspin rapidly, as
the first extinctions destabi-
lize relationships and lead to
further extinctions.

On paper, Madagascar,
a huge island, should be
able to support its 10,000

unique life forms and humans as well.  California sup-
ports 30 million people, while Madagascar, which is
more than a third larger in land area, has only 15 mil-
lion people.  The problem is that tropical soils make
magnificent incubators of genetic diversity—and terri-
ble areas for human agriculture.  Soils such as those in
Madagascar, unlike fertile California’s San Joaquin
Valley, bake to brick after only a handful of crop-grow-
ing seasons.  On the most eroded place on earth, cliffs
of treeless red dirt crumble into streams and rivers.

Now 80 percent of the island lies sterile and barren.
From the air, the central highlands look like one big
series of basement excavation pits for midtown con-
struction projects—an aerial advertisement of the ugli-
ness of habitat loss.

LESSON NUMBER 20:  FRAGILE MADAGASCAR

TEACHES US, MOST OF ALL, CAUTION IN ESTI-
MATING EARTH’S CARRY-
ING CAPACITY FOR HUMANS

AND RARE CREATURES.

Given its soil problems,
Madagascar is one of the
world’s places least able to cope
with a growing population.  Yet
in the six years following our
trip in 1989, an amazing 3.4 mil-
lion more Malagasy had been
born, bringing the 1995 popula-
tion to 14.8 million.  That’s more
than 10,000 babies daily, or
roughly two towns the size of
Hell-Ville.

Somehow the island must
support a staggering 34 million

souls by the year 2025, if current birthrates hold.  That’s
24 million more people needing living space on an
island dissolving into the sea than the number living
there when Henry Mitchell visited in 1986.  One won-
ders, where can they go?

Yet numbers of people may not be the entire prob-
lem.  The Malagasy, even in booming numbers, are so
poor that they use comparatively few resources, per-
haps 1/70 as much as an American.  Still, poor people,
in rocketing numbers, need land.  Poverty gives them
few alternatives to chopping down a tree to get wood
for fuel and land for rice growing.  This means less
habitat for the lemurs, an odd and defenseless life form
that has already flunked out in head-to-head competi-
tion with monkeys, let alone humans, in the Americas,
Europe and mainland Africa.  The lemurs make their
last stand on Madagascar.

Madagascar reveals flaws in universally applying
arguments presented by advocates of continuing
human population growth.  Even in prehistoric times,
Madagascar’s disintegrating soils could not support

California
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both a tiny number of settlers and certain creatures.
Fifteen species of lemurs, all larger than surviving
species, as well as tortoises, crocodiles, eagles, pygmy
hippos and monstrous ostriches became extinct within
500 years of human settlement, a situation echoed on a
smaller scale as species vanished following the
Polynesian settlements of New Zealand and Hawaii.
The biggest animals became extinct with a swiftness
that announced the precarious ecology of Madagascar
and foretold the struggle of its modern population to
feed itself.

Critics of environmentalism cling to a view that
humans hold a right to manage nature, to exploit it to
provide people with better lives.  At its most extreme,
this argument runs that if the spotted owl or indri
lemur isn’t tough enough to adapt to a habitat altered
by human activity, tough luck.

Alarmed scientists and naturalists have pointed
out that we may end up needing a wide variety of crea-
tures, even the less hardy ones.  Mass exterminations
may destabilize the planet.  Biodiversity exists for a
good reason:  Earth needs a vast gene pool to permit

With 
millions of 
years for 
animals to 
develop 
without 
human 
threat, 
these 
places have 
some of the 
most 
unique 
wildlife on 
earth.

Madagascar’s triple whammy

* National product per person, 
1993 or 1994 (latest available)

Of these places settled since the birth of Christ, 
Madagascar by far has the greatest population …

… and is the poorest, 
putting its lemurs at risk.

Based on data from 1995 World Population Data 
Sheet (Population Reference Bureau), 1995 World 
Factbook (Central Intelligence Agency) and 
Statistical Abstract of the United States 1995.  
Data on year of human settlement obtained from 
Encarta and the World Almanac.

NOTES:  The population shown for Antarctica is its 
peak population; it drops to 1,000 in the winter.

National product per capita is not compiled for 
some small islands or islands that are part of a 
larger political entity.
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The map shows the 20 places first settled by 
human beings after the birth of Christ.
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the evolution and survival of species that will
provide oxygen, medicine, food, stable soil
and clean water on which humankind
depends.  Scientists believe it is quite possible
that a cure for AIDS will be found in an
obscure plant growing in a tropical forest.

Environmental concerns may eventually
split conservatism into factions pro- and anti-.
Like many Baby Boomers, I find myself reject-
ing most tenets of the Sixties canon—drug
experimentation, the welfare state, high taxes
and alternatives to traditional families.  Yet
more than ever,  I support environmentalism.
Conservative guru Margaret Thatcher, the former
British prime minister who once viewed pollution con-
trols as economic barriers, typifies the ecologically con-
scious Tory.

Reflecting her background as a chemist, she
espouses a hardheaded environmentalism based on
science rather than emotion.  She concluded in a land-
mark speech to the Royal Society (the United
Kingdom’s academy of science) in September 1988 that
protecting “the balance of nature” is “one of the great
challenges of the late 20th century.”  She could have
been describing Madagascar when she observed that 

the health of the economy and the health of our envi-
ronment are totally dependent upon each other. …
But it is possible that with all these enormous
changes (population, agricultural, use of fossil fuels)
concentrated into such a short period of time, we
have unwittingly begun a massive experiment with
the system of this planet itself.

Humans benefit profoundly from biodiversity,
noted Thomas J. Lovejoy of the Smithsonian Institution
in a 1994 speech, “Biodiversity:  The Most
Fundamental Issue.”  Strep throat diagnosis has been
speeded by the discovery of a useful micro-organism in
the slime of Yellowstone National Park’s hot springs.
Oysters in the Chesapeake Bay clean the water of pol-
lutants, as do the soils of the Pantanal of Brazil.

People with high blood pressure benefit from bio-
logical processes discovered in the venom of the
Amazon’s bushmaster snake.  “So it is literally possible
to say that millions of people are living longer and
healthier lives because of the biology of some nasty
snake in a faraway rainforest,” Lovejoy noted.  “These
kinds of connections are very real and are rarely appre-
ciated by people going about their daily lives.”

The fragile soil of Madagascar illustrates that in the
long term, land managed at the expense of animals also
imposes a cost on humans.  Though elsewhere, humans
have survived so far despite exploiting animals and
sometimes exterminating species, Madagascar may be
the planet’s starkest warning of a need to manage
farms and forests for humans and animals alike.

LESSON NUMBER 21:  HUMANS

AND ALL THE WORLD’S CREA-
TURES ARE IN THIS TOGETHER.

Malagasy peasants need to
plow, enrich the soil and rotate
crops, not take the last remnants of
forest.  Political isolation during the
Ratsiraka dictatorship kept the
Green Revolution in agriculture
from reaching them.  Now United
Nations experts have begun to teach
new farming methods to the super-

stitious Malagasy.
Thatcher neatly wrapped up the crucial triangle

needed to nurture the environment:   science, wealth
and political freedom.  All are lacking in superstitious,
poor and (until recently) dictator-saddled Madagascar.
She wrote in The Downing Street Years that

For me, the economic progress, scientific advance and
public debate which occur in free societies themselves
offered the means to overcome threats to individual
and collective wellbeing.  The scarred landscape, dying
forests, poisoned rivers and sick children of the former
communist states bear tragic testimony to which system
worked better, both for people and the environment.

Fortunately the international community, includ-
ing the United Nations, the World Wildlife Fund, the
MacArthur Foundation, National Geographic, the
National Science Foundation, the Fulbright Fellowship
and others now fund programs in Madagascar provid-
ing education, conservation and agricultural assistance.

LESSON NUMBER 22:  MADAGASCAR TEACHES US

THAT GETTING INVOLVED MAKES A DIFFERENCE.

Wherever an endangered species has begun to
make a comeback, one finds a person like Alison Jolly,
Kenneth Glander or David Anderson who has fought
energetically to change matters.  Madagascans such as
Madame Madio and the staff of Parc Tsimbazaza also
play a growing role.  Americans can help as well on the
home front, by recycling and supporting land use that
invests in existing infrastructure in cities and other
forms of dense developments and avoids chopping our
open land into tiny, Madagascar-like parcels.

Meanwhile the lemurs struggle on.  And Henry
Mitchell himself departed this Earth in November 1993,
leaving us his words in the newspaper morgue:

Time has almost run out, after 180 million years of
evolution, for the unique life of this Indian Ocean
island. … Almost every native thing seen here is
found nowhere else.

And let us hope Madagascar’s native creatures
somehow avoid a fate of being found nowhere at all.

An indri peers about the forest.
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